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Takahiro Arai'*: Drift record of Eualaria fistulosa (Laminariales, Phaeophyceae) on the coast of
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Eualaria fistulosa (Laminariales, Phaecophyceae) is distributed along the coastal regions of the
Chishima (Kuril) Islands, Karafuto (Sakhalin), and Etorofu Island. On Tune 7, 2024, a drifted thallus
of a giant brown alga was discovered along the shores of Monbetsu, Hokkaido, Japan (44°21'53.5"N,
143°21'14.6"E). Although the specimen lacked a holdfast and sporophylls, the thallus measured at least
11.5 m in length. The pressed specimen is preserved in the Herbarium of the National Museum of
Nature and Science (TNS-AL 224066). While there exist several records of the stranding of this species
along the eastern coastline of Hokkaido facing the Sea of Okhotsk, this is the first record of its stranding
on the coast of Monbetsu. Documenting such accidental drift is important for advancing studies into
the biogeography of kelp and for marine environmental monitoring.
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224066), WiF b L7z 0% EabekEAEIX 115 m
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Fig. 1. The drifted thallus of Eualaria fistulosa collected from the coast of Monbetsu. (A) The drifted thallus of E. fistulosa positioned adjacent to
the author, whose height is 167 cm. (B) Midrib of the drifted thallus of E. fistulosa. Scale bar = 5 cm. (C) Cross-section of the midrib of the drifted
thallus of E. fistulosa. Scale bar = 1 cm. (D) Pressed specimen of the drifted thallus of E. fistulosa. This specimen is preserved in the Herbarium of
the National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo (TNS-AL 224066).
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Fig. 2. Map showing the distribution of Eualaria fistulosa around Hokkaido and where it has been collected. The open circle indicates the
collection site (Kitahama, Monbetsu, Hokkaido). Closed circles indicate the locations of drifted E. fistulosa and its sightings reported in Kawashima
(1986) and Fujita (2020). The closed black circle indicates the location where a specimen was collected after 1986, blue circles indicate the locations
where specimens were collected between 1965-1985, and red circles indicate the locations where specimens were collected between 1944-1964.
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